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,hk  nov'  i‘f  thf  days  tfmt  tirf  posl,  irhirh  trere 
bffuit  thft,  ainre  Uir.  day  that  (I'oJ  created  awn  | 
upon  the  earth ;  nd  oak  from  the  one  aide  of\ 
htuten  to  the  other,  whether  there  have  been  j 
any  skc/i  thinir  as  this  great  thing  is,  or  hath  . 
been  heard  like  i7.— Uk.ut.  iv.  iiJ.  j 

ir  there  had  been  any  a  err  et  in  the  inirnrtcs  of! 
Alo.fs,  ii  must  laic  been  known  lo  Auion,  who  was  j 
alwavs  employed  as  the  in-liuincnt  of  them,  by  ; 
waviiii:  hi-,  rod,  as  the  signal  when  they  were  to  take  ' 
place;  and  this  secret  would  probaMy  haic  been  ; 
dixuivered  when  he  and  their  si-ier  .^liiiam  t  om- ] 
plained  of  tlm  superiority  win  li  he  a'-.iimtd  over| 
them.  thoin;h  he  w;is  the  youn;.er  bioiliei,  and  had  , 
inanied  a  stranger;  winch  in  l!air  opinion  (!..‘;^radeil  | 
him.  Numb.  Mi.  1.  ,’lnd  Miri  .m  i.ti  l,liron  .t/raAe  j 
aieiiinat  .M<isea,  bccawie  of  the  KUtiopi.ni  woiheii  | 
uhom  he  hid  m'irrieJ.  »lnd  they  a..i'l,  Iltth  the] 
Irird  indeed  apoken  only  hy.Mosea,  on  i  h.ilh  he  not  \ 
fpokrn  also  ly  us  !  Ti.is  di  contciit,  howetcr,  iin- 
l41ed  no  clonlit  of  the  div'ire  hrtetp'iNitkn  in  fnwmr 
of  the  nation,  hut  only  a  dissati-fai  tion  at  the  pre¬ 
eminence  of  .Mose-.,  ,is  the  eh.ef  insl.iiment  of  it. 
However,  notwiihstandins;  the  tiisadiantage  of  .Mo¬ 
ses  in  the  respects  above  nientioia'il,  and  his  own 
miaiiibilioiis  nature,  the  contest  was  soon  derided 
ill  his  favor  by  the  interposition  of  <Jod  himself ;  I 
«U(I  liolh  .\aroii  and  all  the  pco’,  le  weiv  satidied.  I 
,\t  the  report  of  the  spies  who  w*  re  sent  to  ex- 1 
plore  the  land  of  I’anaan,  all  tlie  people  w  t  re  dis-  j 
licarteiicd.  and  ready  to  go  hack  to  Kgyi  f.  Hut  | 
.Moses,  so  far  from  doing  any  thing  to  so.ith  and  | 
IMcify  them,  assured  them  that,  on  a«  <  lenit  of  tliis  1 
di-triut  of  the  power  and  |)ioiui.e  o)  (lod.iliey  would  | 
he  detained  forty  sears  m  the  wild-  rne-s.  and  that  * 
not  one  of  thein  liuit  hat!  niur.nnu’.l  woi  Id  be  per- 1 
niitted  to  see  the  promi  ctl  laud.  'I’l.is  irjiroar  h 
insiigat-1  them  to  make  a  rash  attempt  to  enter  the  1 
Country,  hut  wlien  that  prosi  tl  nn'iieecs-l.i!,  as  Mo- ' 
sej  had  foretold,  they  weic  lar  Iniin  e'.eeiitiug  their 
pi!po,e  of  retimin';  into  Kgs  pt;  andlieing  fully  j 
satisfied  svitli  ie'i>eet  to  the  divine  power  that  ac- 
coiiipaiih  (1  .^Iose',  and  which  had  eondu^t'al  them 
liidicilo,  they  submitted  to  thisharil  sentence,  obey cd 
his  t.rders  as  before,  and  continued  to  live  a  wan¬ 
dering  life  in  the  wildetiiess  the  whole  of  the  forty 
years,  wiUioiit  making  any  more  attempts,  either  to 
return  to  I'gypt,  or  to  inwide  ('anann  preniatmxdy. 
What  greater  proof  can  be  required  of  this  reft  at - 
lory  |>eoptc  being  cominced  that  (iod  was  with 
Moses  and  that  by  him  he  condtirted  them  ? 

The  rebellion  of  Kcrah,  Dathan,  and  Ahiram,  by 
far  the  most  formidable  tliat  .Closes  ever  encoun¬ 
tered,  implied  no  dissatisfaction  with  res|K'et  tt)  their 
being  guided  by  the  liami  of  (iod,  but  only  with  the 
prc-eminenec  of  Moses  atvl  Aaron.  For  we  read, 
SV  b.  xvi.  .d.  ,‘{»d  they  trathe-ed  themselres  to~ 


gethrr  aguinst  .Moaea  orol  againat  A.u.roH,  and  aaid 
unto  them,  fe  take  too  miuh  upon  you,  aeting  all 
the  rongiegutianore  holy,  every  one  of  them,  end 
the  Iwrd  iaumong  them,  therefore  then  lift  yt 
youraelvea  upoLove  the  rongregation  of  the  hordf 
This  rebellion,  however,  was  soon  terminated  in  the 
must  awful  manner,  the  earth  opining  and  swallow- 
ini'  up  these  cunipl.iioers  witli  eveiv  thing  helong- 
ing  to  them,  as  was  previously  aiuiounced  by  Mu¬ 
ses  and  we  hear  no  mure  complaints  of  the  kind. 
The  nieastire  may  appeal  harsh,  but  it  was  necesaaty 
that  the  aiitliority  of  Musos  should  be  thoroughly 
estal  lished. 

Ft  is  not  necessarv  for  mo  to  vindieato  the  eon- 
diK  t  of  (fod  with  lespe*  t  to  the  Israelites,  or  to  the 
wot  Id  at  large,  tlmiigli  I  shall  hereafter  make  some 
ohserv.itions  on  this  siibjwt ;  iny  principal  object  in 
this  Discourse  iR'ing  to  ilhwtrntc  the  proof  of  his 
actual  intct|K>sition.  And  certainly  there  eiinnot 
bo  any  clearer  evidence  of  it  than  tlio  (  {Kningot' 
the  eaitli  at  tlie  word  of  a  iihiii. 

Ihit  we  may  be  satisfied  that  whatever  the  aetbor 
of  Nature  do*  s,  it  will  a;  pear  to  l.c  iillimntely  right, 
however  it  tuny  appc.ar  to  ns  at  present.  It  is  in  the 
baud  f>f  the  s.-une  Hfingwho  eondneted  the  Isnvel- 
ites  tiMt  weom-elves,  aiul  all  cmt  concerns,  iicce«g- 
nly  are.  Ii  is,  tlierefme,  oi.r  business  to  aerniivnMi> 
date  omsi|r(~,  to  his  will,  tmd  ftcrjnla.see  In  his  pro- 
rtcdii'gs,  ttnless  we  think  that  we  can  better  oUr 
condition  by  complaining. 

Among  i  tlier  internal  evidences  of  tlie  fidelity 
and  titith  of  the  Mosaic  liUtorv,  is  tlie  excellent 
(  haracter,  which,  fiom  an  attention  to  the  narrative 
only,  we  cannot  hell)  f('tinii!g  t>f  Moses.  That  en¬ 
comium  upon  him,  Num.  xii.  .S.  .Vote  the  man 
Masra  lesis  Very  meek  oLove  all  the  men  that  teere 
on  the  f  :re  uj  the  e  irth,  was  tvifleutly  the  remark 
ol'  >oiiie  other  pt  i  .oii  attcrvvaids  hist  rted  in  the  text ; 
having  no  proper  connexion  with  any  thing  that 
goc'  before,  or  that  follows  it.  Hut  we  every  where 
sec  the  gieatest  Jjiefy,  the  strongest  aflcetion  for 
the  people  at  the  head  of  whom  he  was  unwillingly 
pi  iced,  and  whose  [lerverseness  was  almost  intolera- 
l.h',  an<!  what  is  more,  as  simple  an  arciHint  of  his 
own  failings,  as  of  those  of  the  latuple,  without  any 
attempt  to  pulliaie  them. 

Of  tills  we  have  a  most  reinarkahio  instance  in 
his  iinpatienee,  to  say  the  least,  in  striking  the  rock 
at  the  >eeoiid  time  of  producing  water  in  this  way, 
and  in  iiis  m  quiescence  in  the  pmiishment  of  hix 
oflcm  c,  which  wits  nothing  less  tiian  his  nut  being 
pcnnilted  to  see  his  cu^intryincn  settled  in  the  pio- 
iiiiscd  land,  though  it  i.s  evident  from  Ids  earnest 
player  aftenvaids,  that  it  was  tlie  first  wish  of  his 
heart  so  to  do. 

From  wlat  conceivable  motive  could  an  impos¬ 
tor  have  invented  such  a  story  as  this  ?  Also  il  tiie 
people  had  been  at  his  disposal,  wliat  reason  could 
lie  have  had  for  detaining  them  so  long  in  the  wil¬ 
derness?  AVitli  the  greatest  ease  they  had  takeu 
posses'ioii  of  all  the  country  to  the  west  of  tlie  river 
Jordan;  and  to  all  npptaraiice  they  were  as  well 
prepaied  to  pass  the  liver  immediately  after,  whilo 
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thr  terror  of  tli«'ir  arms  was  frrsli  in  tltc  minds  of  ilie 
iH-opte  of  Canaan,  as  at  any  time  afterwards ;  and 
Moses,  though  in  years  w  a<  in  his  full  vigour.  IVay, 
to  nil  appearance,  the  (X'ople  were  as  well  prepared 
for  this  important  expedition  presently  after  the 
tlepartnre  from  Eg_vpt,  and  especially  after  their 
passage  of  tlie  red  sea,  as  at  any  time  afterw  ards ; 
and  the  history  of  their  attempt  at  Kadnsh  sirows 
^lat  they  had  as  much  spirit  for  the  entcri)rize.  But 
their  impetuosity  was  n-strained  till,  aeeordinp  to  :JI 
natural  probability,  their  spirits  would  be  bnrken, 
they  would  have  acquired  the  tame  life  of  the  wan¬ 
dering  Aralis,  and  have  been  utterly  unable  to  con¬ 
tend  with  a  people  who  lived  in  fenced  cities  and 
who,  being  apprized  of  the  enterprize,  wouhl  have 
had  ahund'inttimc  for  taking  theinnessures  to  repel 
the  invasion.  Dtrsirous  as  the  people,  and,  no  doubt, 
Moses  himself  must  have  been,  to  take  {Vrsst^ssion 
of  the  country  for  the  sake  of  which  they  had  left 
Egypt,  what  could  have  rcstniined  them  so  long, 
but  the  best  grounded  piersuasion  of  a  divine  conr- 
inand  for  that  puqrosc.  Admitting  this,  the  whole 
bistoiv  is  perfectly  natural,  and  ceitaiisly  most  in- 
(vtructjve  ;  but  on  any  other  kupposition  the  most 
nnnatuml  tli.at  ever  was  written. 


them. 

Again,  it  Ls  said  to  be  unreasonable  for  Gon  to 
harden  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,  as  he  is  said  to  have 
done,  in  order  to  give  occasion  for  the  cxtraordiiiari 
displays  of  inuaclcs  ot  which  I  have  given  anaceount. 
He  Is  even  said  to  have  raisi'd  him  up  for  this  very 
purpose.  But  this  is  nothing  more  than  the  usuiil 
pliras«'o|ogy  of  scripture,  accurdint:  to  which  every 
thing  is  iiiunciliattly  ascribed  to  God  that  takes 
place  in  the  gcnrnil  plan  of  Providence,  of  wliidi 
he  is,  in  a  proper  sense,  indeed,  but  only  iilii. 
'  mattiv,  the  author. 


To  an  attentive  reader  there  needs  no  other  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  authenticity  of  the  hooks  of  Moses 
than  the  manner  in  which  they  are  written,  esjiecial- 
ly  his  most  earnest  and  affectionate  address  to  the 
Mopic  before  Im  death,  cvintaincd  in  the  book  of 
lleuteronomy,  in  which  he  constantly  appeals  to 
the  people  with  respect  to  what  themselves  had  seen 
and  heard,  and  makes  the  most  natural  observations 
upon  it.  I  should  think  it  barely  possible  for  any 
person  to  read  only  that  book  through  with  attention, 
uiid  remain  an  unbeliever  in  the  great  events  alluded 
to  in  it,  and  related  more  at  length  in  the  preceding 
books.  There  is  no  whe<^  extant,  since  the  art  of 
writing  was  known,  and  since  the  art  has  been  most 
improved,  a  inode  of  address  more  expressive  of 
genuine  and  excellerrt  sentiments  than  what  we  find 
in  this,  the  oldest  of  all  w  riters. 

Before  I  close  thb  subject,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  make  an  observation  or  two  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Divine  Being  in  these  tiansac  tions,  in  order  to 
give  what  satisfaction  I  may  be  able  to  tho^e  who 
find  a  difticulty  with  respect  to  the  ))ropriety  and 
justice  of  some  parts  of  it. 

We  are  told  in  our  translation,  that  the  Nraelitcs 
were  directed  by  God  himself  to  burrow  of  the 
Egyptians  vessels  of  silver,  vessels  of  gold,  and  other  j 
valuable  tbings,  before  their  departure,  when  there 
was  no  design  to  restore  the  things  borrowed  ;  and 
therefore  that  he  authorized  a  fraudulent  transaction. 
But  in  the  orig'uial  it  is  simply  they  uaked,  or  ptirliaps 
dtriKtHded,  of  the  Egyptians  the  things  that  they 
took,  which  docs  not  imply  any  intention  of  retuni- 
ingthem;  and  if  the  quantity  and  value  were  vciy 
great,  as  they  probably  were,  the  Egyptians  could 
not  easily  be  made  to  believe  that  they  wanted  thorn 
all  for  the  purpose  of  sacrificing,  which  was  the  orig¬ 
inal  pretence  for  askingleave  to  go  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  Intheterrorthe  Egyptians  were  now  in,  fear¬ 
ing,  as  we  read,  Itst  they  thould  all  be  dead  men, 
they  seem  to  have  wished  to  get  rid  of  tliem  at  any 
rate,  and  to  have  been  willing  to  give  them  any  thing 
that  they  demanded  as  a  present  at  (heir  departure, 
which,  it  K  to  he  ohierrcd,  is  agreeahle  to  the  orien¬ 
tal  customs.  Ana  certainly  after,  at  least,  a  hundred 
years  of  hard  servitude,  it  cannot  be  sufiposcd  that 
they  got  in  this  way  more  than  tliey  wcie  fairly  en¬ 
titled  to  ;  so  that  there  was  no  real  injustice  in  the 
case,  and  there  is  no  objextion,  except  to  the  man¬ 
ner,  in  whieh  tliey  took  what  n'ally  belonged  to 


Thus,  when  David  heard  Shimei  curse  him,  he 
said,  I.et  him  curse  fur  UmI  has  bidden  hinievrse. 
Not  that  Shimei  hud  received  any  order  froiiiGoil 
to  curse  David,  or  that  David  tiiought  so  nhm 
he  made  use  of  the  languc.ge  ;  but  lliut  if  wss  lielit 
eons  in  God  to  permit  him  so  to  do.  So  iJm) 
Joseph  said  that  God  had  sent  him  into  Egypt, 
when  he  well  knew  that  he  was  sent  thither  Lv 
the  wicked  devices  of  his  brtthn-n.  But  liis  goii^ 
thither  was  an  event  of  which  Providence 
were,  availed  itvlf,  for  the  best  of  pur(>oses. 

The  same  was  the  case  with  respect  to  Phaianh. 
Me  was  natiirally,  as  we  say,  an  obstinate  man,  iinj 
long  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  detain  the  isiavl- 
ites  in  subjection  to  liuii ;  and  the  Divine  Beini; 
made  use  of  this  dis|>nsition  of  his  to  give  suc  h  a 
manifest  display  of  his  power,  as  iinswered  the  most 
important  purposes  in  that  age,  and  to  the  prc'ciit 
time.  And  we  have  instances  in  history,  and  in 
coinmon  life,  of  obstinacy  equal  to  that  of  Pharaolt. 
That  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  in  our  Saviour's 
time  w  as  not  short  of  it,  and  equally  subservient  tu 
the  designs  of  Providence. 


That  there  was  nothing  supernatural  in  the  hard 
ening  of  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,  but  that  his  conduct 
arose  from  his  own  nalunil  and  blanieahle  obstinacy, 
iuid  that  his  case  was  tluis  generally  understood, 
appears  from  what  the  Philistines  say  to  one  another 
when  they  were  consulting  about  sending  back  the 
ark  of  God,  which  had  been  taken ;  when  instead  of 
fiimishiiig  them  with  a  permanent  cause  of  trii!m|ili, 
they  found  theiusilvcs  grievously  incoiniiiodcd  hr 
it.  1  Sam.  vi.  U.  ft  herrfure,  then,  do  ye  hurdtn 
your  hearts,  us  the  K^yytiuns,  and  Ph  iruoh,  luir 
dened  their  hearts,  when  he  hud  lerousrkt  wen  ltr 
fully  tmwnsr  them '/  Did  they  not  let  the  people  gfi 
and  they  departed. 

]  would  fiiriher  observe  with  respect  to  these  ob 
joctions,  and  also  to  that  from  the  destruction  ol  the 
Ganaanites,  and  other  violations  of  the  comiiioii 
ruks  of  moral  conduct  among  men,  that  what 
call  evil,  natural  and  iiionil,  is  coiilinually  employed 
in  the  c  ourse  of  Divine;  Providence  as  the  means  oi 
producing  srood,  and  that  there  can  be  no  just  oL- 
jection  to  this  in  the  conduct  of  any  being,  provided 
all  the  consc'qiiences  of  things  could  be  foreseen 
and  attended  to,  as  they  are  by  the  Supreme  Bein  ' 
The  reason  why  cMir  choice  of  means  to  gain  l!iv 
same  good  end  is  limited  by  the  usual  rules  of  luc 
rality,  is  the  imperfection  of  our  knowledge,  (h 
this  account,  the  rule  of  our  conduct  is  in  many 
oases  different  from  that  of  God’s.  Wc  iniust  n> 
do  evil  that  trood  may  come,  because  we  caniu 
be  sure  that  good  tcill  come  of  it.  But  in  this  fore 
sight,  as  well  as  in  every  tiling  else,  God  is  infallible 
He  sees  the  end  from  the  beginning,  and  there 
fore  in  his  conduct  the  introduction  of  partial  cnl 
may  have  the  best  effect. 

We  are  not  to  expect  that  the  author  of  reveli 
tion  should  be  any  other  Being  than  the  author  u 
Nature,  or  that  he  should  conduct  himself  by  an' 
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other  ntles.  And  he  who  often  destroys  whole/ 
citien  aiwi  countries  by  nieunn  of  eaitlx^oake^  and . 
other  natural  caui>e<«,  might  chouse  to  edcct  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Canaanites  by  Uie  sword  of  the 
children  of  Israel.  And  there  was  this  obvious  rea¬ 
son  for  it,  that  by  c\pres.dy  coininissioning  them  to 
elfect  tliis  extirpation,  he  signified  in  the  least  erpu- 
vocal  manner  his  dlspIciLsuie  at  the  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  for  their  abominable 
idolatrous  practices,  as  a  warning  to  tlie  Israelites, 
who  were  to  be  a  [leople  deuited  to  his  sole  worsliip, 
lur  the  instruction  of  all  mankind. 


oodtaa^riSC 
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;  The  necessity  and  utility  of  adheriHir  to  first 
principles  in  religion. — lly  R.  Wkiuut. 
[cONTirsCEU  FROM  FACE  76.] 

Prop.  2.  A  duo  attention  to  the  first  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Cliristianity,  will  enable  the  uoloarn- 
ed  Christian  to  delect  the  errors  which  still 
remain  utnong  the  professors  of  tire  gospel. 


Lastly,  though  die  history  of  the  deliverance  of 
the  Israelites  from  their  state  of  bondage  in  Kgypt, 
and  their  settlement  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  be  :ui 
extraordinary  one,  bboim<liiig  with  iniraeuluus 
events,  which  require  a  proportionally  clear  evidence, 
we  have  seen  tliut  the  evidence  of  the  facts  is  as 
full  and  clear  ;u  the  ease,  or  as  any  case,  can  re- 
iiuire  ;  and  the  object  of  the  whole  scheme  to  which 
these  events  were  an  introduction,  was  of  propor¬ 
tional  impoitanee.  It  was  nothing  less  tlian  to  im¬ 
press  upon  mankind  the  belief  of  the  existence  and 
providence  of  the  one  tnic  (lod,  the  purity  of  his 
worship,  the  knowledge  of  our  moral  duty  in  this 
lU'e,  and  our  expectations  in  another.  For  this 
great  purpose  it  pleased  Uod  to  make  one  nation 
the  medium  of  all  his  communications  w  ith  man¬ 
kind,  and  to  distinguish  them  by  a  particular  provi¬ 
dence,  that  they  might  appear  in  the  most  conspi¬ 
cuous  light  to  the  whole  world,  and  attract  universal 
attention.  This  the  nation  of  ||w  Jews  had  dune 
to  a  considerable  degree  in  an  ages.  Originally 
they  weie  situated  in  the  very  centre  of  all  the  civ¬ 
ilized  nations  of  the  world,  and  as  civilization  ex¬ 
tended,  they,  by  one  uiewns  or  another,  became 
most  wonderfully  dis|terscd  tlirough  all  countries; 
juid  at  thb  day  they  are  almost  liteially  every  where 
tlie  must  conspicuous,  and,  in  the  eye  of  reason  and 
religion,  tlie  must  respectable,  nation  on  ilic  face  of 
the  cartli. 

It  has  been  by  means  of  prophets  of  this  nation, 
and  especially  Jesus  ('hrist,  that  the  woild  has  been 
recovered,  as  far  as  this  recovery  has  taken  pl.ice, 
from  the  deplorable  state  of  superstition  and  idola¬ 
try  into  which  it  was  uiiivcrsjdly  sunk.  This  nation 
liarl  originally  as  nuich  to  learn  conctrning  (Jod,  a 
Providence,  and  a  future  state,  as  any  other,  ;aid 
they  had  not  naturally  any  better  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  ;  but  having  been  taught  of  Hod,  tliey,  or  tlicir 
disciples,  are  the  instructors  of  all  the  world;  and 
the  lessons  tlniy  give  us  are  equally  iiistnictive, 
whether  they  tliemselves  have  suneted  for  their  dis¬ 
obedience,  or  flourished  in  tonsr*quence  of  their 
obedience.  And  the  most  important  and  convin¬ 
cing  of  all  the  lessons  they  are  destined  to  give  the 
world,  w  bat  we  have  reason  to  believe  w  ill  put  an 
end  to  all  infidelity,  will  be  the  result  of  tlu  ir  prom¬ 
ised  restoration  to  tlieir  present  desolated  country, 
from  their  present  miserable,  despised,  aii<l  dlspei'scd 
<  onditiun.  For  who  but  he,  who  alone  can  sec  into 
fntuiity,  could  see  an  event  so  distant  and  so  com¬ 
plicated  ?  And  as  their  dispersion  and  prvservution 
corres{M>nd,  as  I  shall  show  in  a  future  Discourse, 
with  such  wonderful  exactness  to  ancient  |>rophe- 
cies,  there  is  no  reasonahlc  caasc  of  doubt  but  that 
their  restoration  and  future  fluuibbing  state  will 
correspond  to  the  many  predictions  concerning  it 
with  equal  exactnexs.  Xvith  those  who,  for  want  of 
attention  (for  it  cannot  be  owing  to  any  thing  ebe) 
are  imbelieven  at  present,  the  Issue  of  tiie  whole 
must  rest  on  thb  future  event,  which  cannot  fail  to 
arrest,  iuid  most  forcibly  engage,  the  uttctition  of 
idl  naokind. 


and  help  him  to  decide  for  himuclf  on  contro¬ 
verted  poinUi  in  religion. 

That  many  errors  still  remain  in  the  church, 
must  he  evident  to  every  serious  person  who 
reflects  on  the  opposite  opinions  entertained 
by  Christians,  on  most  subjects  in  religion  i 
for  two  opimsite  notions  cannot  both  be  true. 
Opposing  parties  arc  frequently  charging  each 
other  with  heterodoxy  aiul  heresy.  IIuw  id 
the  unlearned  Christian  to  determine  for  him¬ 
self,  which  of  the  clashing  opinions  are  true, 
and  which  false  7  1  know  of  no  method  so 
safe,  or  so  easy,  as  to  bring  every  thing  to  thft 
test  of  first  principles,  wliich  are  admitted  by 
all  parties. 

1 .  Amidst  the  contrariety  of  opinions  main¬ 
tained  respecting  the  Godhead,  all  parties  ad¬ 
mit  that  there  is  but  one  God. — Let  the  unlet¬ 
tered  Christian  bring  the  notions  which  havo 
so  long  divided  the  church  into  parties,  to  the 
test  of  this  principle,  which  ia  univcraally 
granted.  Common  sense  will  teach  him  that 
three  distinct  per.'^ons,  subsistences,  or  intelli¬ 
gent  agents,  each  of  which  is  strictly  and 
properly  God,  can  make  nciOier  more  nor  less 
than  three  Gods ;  consc<|ueutJy,  if  what  all 
admit  respecting  the  divine  unity  be  true, 
w  hat  tunny  contend  for  respectii^  the  trinity, 
must  he  false.  He  niny  easily  [lerceivo  that 
it  is  iiiiich  safer  to  abidu  by  a  principle  wliich 
compels  universal  a.srent,  and  which  accordu 
with  the  plaiiK'st  dictates  of  reason,  than  to 
admit  notions  wliich  rea.son  cannot  compre¬ 
hend,  and  about  which  Christians  have  even 
been  divided.  In  the  ju.stness  of  this  conclu¬ 
sion  lie  will  be  confirmed,  by  an  attention  to 
the  plain  language  of  seriptore.  When  ho 
finds  that  the  first  principle  of  the  law  was. 
Hear,  O  Israel,  the  I^ord  thy  God  is  one  Ijord; 
that  the  first  of  all  God's  commands  to  his  an¬ 
cient  church  was,  Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
Gods  but  me  ;  that  Jesus  himself  taught  the 
same  doctrine,  and  that  the  great  apostle  of 
the  Gentiles  insisted  that  to  us  there  is  but  osu 
God,  the  Father,  he  need  not  hesitate  to  reject 
as  erroneous,  the  trinitarian  hypothesis  with 
all  its  perplexities.  Thus,  by  th«  exetcise  of 
common  sense  on  the  plain  dcsclarations  of 
scripture,  and  «  dutermined  adherervee  to  a 
principle  whicli  all  admit,  the  unlearned  may 
find  their  way  out  of  a  labyrinth  in  wliich  so 
many  have  been  bewildered,  and  find  ddiver- 
ance  from  absurdities  which  hare  for  dis¬ 
turbed  the  ebru-tian  world. 
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2.  Wliat  rnlatcs  to  thr  future  Hrstinirs  of  | 
mankiinl  inu?t  strike  every  ]>rr?on  of  relloc- ' 
fion  as  most  mniiieiitotis.  On  lliis  f-ubjert,  j 
however,  the  opinion  of  ('hristians  fireatly 
differ.  Tlic  majority  suppose  that  tlic  wicked  ! 
will  he  humj'iited  in  hell  fire  to  all  eternity;  j 
some  suppose  that  they  will  he  totally  destroy- : 
ed  and  cease  to  exist  for  ever;  while  others! 
think  that  the  w  hole  human  race  will  be  ulti-  { 
inately  pure  and  happy.  How  is  the  unlearn- 1 
ed  Christian,  who  lias  but  little  leisure  for 
reading  and  study,  to  judgi.*  which  of  tliese 
opinions  is  true,  and  which  erroneous?  Let  , 
him  brino  them  severally  to  the  test  of  tiiat 
leading  truth  of  the  gosju  l,  that  (ioA  is  /five,  I 
and  that  he  acts  in  the  rharar  tor  of  a  Fotht  r. 
It  will  naturally  strike  him  that  a  being  who' 
i.s  love,  is  not  likely  to  punish  his  creatures  to  j 
all  eternity ;  that  it  is  inijio.ssible  a  loving  fa-j 
thcr  should  either  annihilate  his  ofi'spring,  or  j 
place  them  in  eternal  torments;  hut  that  it  is 
agreeable  to  common  sense  to  suppose  he  w  ill 
find  means  to  make  them  all  ultimately  virtu¬ 
ous  and  happy.  lie  may  justly  reason  that  it 
is  more  likely  for  w  ise  and  good  men  to  be  j 
ruistaken,  in  the  sense  they  give  of  a  few  phra- 1 
.«es  and  detached  passages  of  scripture,  about 
which  the  most  learned  and  pious  difl'er,  than  | 
that  God  should  act  inconsistently  with  what, 
all  agree  is  his  revealed  character  and  rela-j 
tion  to  mankind.  By  adhering  to  what  is  j 
generally  admitted  to  be  a  fundamental  part  i 
of  Christian  truth,  the  divine  love  and  pat«  rni- ! 
ly,  he  may  find  relief  from  a  variety  of  gloomy  i 
apprehensions,  and  attain  to  more  cheering 
views  of  futurity, 

3.  While  the  Christian  world  continues  agi¬ 
tated  by  80  many  clashing  opinions  and  per- 1 
picxing  notions  respecting  the  person  of| 
Christ,  how  are  plain  men  to  know  what  to 
think  on  the  subject?  Let  them  steadily  ad¬ 
here  to  that  first  principle  ofehristianity,  which 
all  parties  admit,  namely,  that  the  man  .lesusj 
of  Nazareth  is  the  (.-hrist,  the  Son  ol  the  liv- : 
ing  God  ;  and  receive  or  reject  what  is  matter  I 
of  controversy  as  it  agrees  or  clashes  with  it.  [ 
Common  sense  teaches  that  the  same  indivi-l 
dual  person  cannot  be  a  being  of  two  distinct  I 
orders  at  the  same  time.  The  same  person  j 
cannot  be  a  man  and  a  creature  of  an  inferior  1 
class ;  he  cannot  be  of  tlie  angelic  order,  and  ; 
one  of  the  human  race ;  much  Ic.ss  can  he  be  j 
the  Self-existent  God  and  a  creature  at  the  j 
same  time.  If  the  power  of  God  transformed  | 
a  man  into  an  insect,  it  must  cause  him  to  I 
cease  to  be  a  man  ;  so,  if  God  chose  to  become  | 
man,  lie  must  necessarily  cease  to  be  God  ;  j 
for  things  essentially  distinct  cannot  become  : 
identical.  Such  are  the  dictates  of  common 
cense.  As  all  Christians  admit  that  Christ  j 
was  truly  man,  and  this  is  so  clearly  thc^doc-i 
trine  of  the  go.«|>el  that  it  cannot  be  (jucstion-  j 
ed,  the  unlearned  may  safely  reject  aserro-| 
iieous,  all  notions  concerning  his  person  which  : 
■arc  inconsistent  with  his  true  h’Miianity’.  1 
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•1.  ,\11  notions  that  ere  irreconcileable  with 
(lie  idea  that  Christ  actually  died  and  rose 
again,  must  he  false;  for  his  death  and  resur¬ 
rection  are  so  plainly  stated  in  the  New  'I'es- 
tarnent,  that  all  ehristiana  admit  their  reality, 
and  r«‘ceive  tfuni  as  essential  truths  of  the 
gospel.  Coiniiion  sense  teaches  that  God 
coiiUl  not  (lie ;  cons(‘«iuently,  that  if  Cliri'*t 
had  been  truly  God  hr  could  not  have  died  and 
I  iseii  from  the  dead ;  that  the  second  jx  rsoii 
in  the  trinity  could  no  more  die  than  the  first, 
or  third  ;  and  that,  if  the  popular  doctrine  of 
the  divinity  of  his  per.«ou  be  true,  the  real 
Chri.'-t  was  incapable  of  dying.  It  follows  that, 
ns  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  real  C  hrist 
died,  (not  merely  what  was  not  essential  to 
his  existence,)  he  could  not  he  the  true  God. 

To  hr  coitllnurd. 


BZOORAPBZOAX.. 

SKKTCIIES  FROM  TIIK  LIFE  OF 
MURRAY. 

(^Continued  from  p.  81  ) 

For  a  considerable  time,  my  mind  laboured 
with  niy  purpose,  many  dilliculties  interposed, 
I  would  have  infinitely  preferred  entering  that 
narrow  hou.so,  which  is  appointed  for  all  living, 
blit  this  1  was  permitted  to  do,  and  I  con¬ 
ceived  to  (juit  England,  and  retire  to  America, 
was  the  ne.xt  thing  to  be  desired;  nights  and 
days  of  dciiueratioii  at  length  convinced  my 
judgment,  and  i  became  determined  upon  my 
departure  ;  my  few  friends  urged  me  most  ar¬ 
dently  to  let  them  apply  to  those,  who  had 
conn(,'xions  in  .Amerira,  for  letters  of  intro¬ 
duction  or  recommendation  ;  no,  by  no  means, 
this  would  most  elVccUially  defeat  my  purpose; 
1  would  rather  not  go  than  go  thus.  My  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  close  my  life  in  solitude,  in  the 
most  complete  retirement,  and  with  those 
views,  I  eommcnccd  preparations  for  my  voy¬ 
age.  1  visited  the  brother  of  my  departed 
wife,  and  I  beheld  both  him  and  his  children 
with  the  same  eves  a  dying  person  would  have 
beheld  them  ;  tears  frequently  stole  down  my 
face,  and  a  thousand  thoughts,  that  served  to 
harrow  up  my  soul,  crowded  upon  me  ;  I  was 
determined  not  to  repeat  this  scene,  and  I  bid 
them  adieu  ;  could  I  have  done  this  iqion  u 
bed  of  death,  how  much  happier  should  I  have 
been. 

The  place  1  now  occupied,  to  which  I  had 
recently  removed,  was  e.vtrrmely  beautiful ; 
it  was  in  tlic  vicinity  of  London,  I  had  a  fine 
garden,  and  a  delightful  prospect,  but  my  bet¬ 
ter  .self  had  fled  this  globe,  and  with  her  fled 
my  sok/’s  calm  funshltir,  every  hrart-Jelt  joy,  1 
was  extremely  wretched  ;  1  spake  to  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  a  vessel,  bound  to  New-York,  I  agreed 
for  mv  pas.sage,  my  heart  trembled,  it  was 
worse  than  dcuth.  He  fixed  the  time  for  my 
departure,  every  arrangement  was  made.  My 
brother,  iny  widowed  mother,  I  met  them  in 
iiiv  narlour,  if  was  torturing.  “  5hf  down,  my 
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^on,”  faid  iny  \vtrj)in;»  parrot;  “  my  brotlicr j more  to  bo  rocov*Tttl.  My  soul  Mckened  at 
appeared  a  silent  spectacle  of  sorrow,  I  know  |  the  recollection  of  my  heavy  bereavements,  of 
you,  my  chihl,  too  well  to  expect  I  can  alter  the  solitary  situation  to  which  1  was  reduced 
your  resolution  ;  it  is  now  too  late  to  beseech  ;  1  was  poin;^  from  a  world  in  w  hich  I  had  some 
vou  would  reflect,  I  know  you  have  long  re-  associates,  and  some  friends,  into  a  country 
Jlerted,  and  I  am  astonished  to  find  you  still  where  every  imlividual  vias  unknown  to  me 
determined.  A  was  going  on  board  a  vessel,  to  the  crew  of 

“  Vou  have  a  charming  situation,  your  pros- 1  which  1  was  un  ulti  r  stranger — all  gloomy,  tru- 
pects  are  giHul,  could  you  but  make  your  mind  '  ly  gloomy.  From  one  iiiea,  however,  I  derived 
»  asy,  you  might  still  be  happy ,  why,  then,  this i  consolation  ;  1  might  soon  finish  my  course, 
aversion  to  life?”  I  interrupted  her  l>y  declar-!  and  bid  an  eternal  .adieu  to  .sorrow  of  every 
mg,  that  tlic  whole  world  would  not,  eould  '  description.  ^  et  1  trembled  at  what  waa  be- 
not  detain  me  longer  in  Fngland,  yet  I  pas-'  fore  me,  I  was  fearful  1  was  wrong;  just  at  tliia 
sionately  loved  my  country,  and  my  few  re-  periotl  the  wind  shifted,  the  signal  waa  made 
maining  friend.s  shared  my  heart's  best  ufl’cc-  for  sailing,  but  In  fore  1  descended  the  emin- 
tion.s.  This  voluntary  exile  wa<  worse  than  eiice,  1  threw  niy  eyes  once  more  upon  the 
death,  hut  I  was  impelled  to  go,  and  go  1  must,  surrounding  scenes.  1  felt  destitute  and  for- 
My  poor  mother  threw  her  fond  arms  about;  lorn,  tears  gushed  in  my  eyes.  .My  domestic 
my  neck,  “  once  more,  said  she,  you  leave  mr,j  felicity,  my  social  councxions,  the  pleasure  I 
but  not  now  as  before  ;  then  you  left  me  in ;  had  derived  from  listening  to  the  testimony  of 
my  native  place,  among  my  natural  connexions;  truth,  these  all  rushed  upon  iny  recollection, 
then  too  I  had  hope  you  would  bo  restored  to  until  my  heart  w  as  nearly  bursting.  1  pros- 
nie  again — but  now,”  and  she  burst  into  tears;  trated  myself  with  my  face  to  the  ground,  with 
my  heart  was  agonized,  I  entreated  her  to  streaming  eyes,  exclaiming.  Oh,  thou  dear 
consider  me  as  on  the  bed  of  death,  nor  again  parent  earth,  thou  much  loved  native  soil,  why 
to  think  of  me,  as  of  a  living  sou  ;  be  tliankfiil,  not  open  and  give  me  a  ijuiet  resting  place  in 
my  mother,  be  thankful  it  is  no  worse,  be  thy  bosom.  t)b,  thou  dear  departed  friend  of 
thankful  1  have  not  fallen  ^ictim  to  the  des-  my  soul,  hast  thou  no  power  to  loose  thes«j 
pondcncy  of  my  spirit :  1  iCvc  you,  it  is  true,  chains  that  bind  me  to  tliis  state  of  being  ?  Is 
but  I  leave  you  with  your  children,  a  son,  a  there  no  vyc  to  pity,  no  hand  to  help  a  wretch- 
daughter,  both  kind  and  dutiful,  and,  what  is  cd  outcast  ?  Can  1  not  be  indulged  with  death? 
better  than  all,  1  leave  you  in  the  hands,  and;  But  death  comes  not  at  Call,  In  this  situation 
under  the  care  of  a  kind  (lod,  wiio  hath  said,  j  I  continued,  bedewing  the  earth  with  my  tears, 
I  ”.’ill  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you.  “  But ;  until  it  pleased  the  kind  Cod  to  s}>eak  peace 
sliall  I  hear  from  you,  my  son  ?”  Uo  not,  I  en-j  to  my  tortured  heart,  and  I  seemed  to  hear  a 
treat  you,  think  of  me  as  living,  I  go  to  bury  voice  calling  unto  me,  lie  of  good  cheer,  your 
myself  in  the  wilds  of  America,  no  one  shall' God  is  K-tfA  you,  he  xi'Ul  never  leave  you  nor 
hear  from  me,  nor  of  me,  1  have  done  with  the  forsiikc  you,  he  in  the  ic  idc  xt  aste  as  in  the  city 
world,  and  prostrating  myself  in  the  presence '/u.V.  Be  not  a  fraid,  zihen  thou  passest  Ihrostgh 
of  iny  mother  and  my  Cod,  with  streaming  t/ie  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,  fear  no  evil, 
eyes,  and  supplicating  hands,  1  commended  tAc  friend  of  sinners  will  be  with  thce,and  make 
my  soul,  and  all  who  were  connected  with,  or  '  thy  w-ay  ylain  before  thee,  he  will  cause  the  desert 
aliied  tome,  to  that  Being,  who  orders  alll/o  6/os3o;na*fAe  ro«€.  The  youn^  lions  cry,  and 
things  according  to  his  own  good  pleasure.  j  thy  heavenly  Father  feedeth  them.  Thou  art 
I  left  my  mother  in  an  agony  of  affliction,  nearer  and  dearer  to  thy  heavenly  Father,  than 
and  retired,  but  not  to  rest;  my  baggage  had  a//  the  inhabitants  of  the  deep,  than  all  the  ten~ 
been  scut  on  board  ship  in  the  morning,  and,  tinti  of  the  forests.  Thus  liid  the  spirit  of 
accompanied  by  my  brother,  wc  took  a  boat,! grace  and  consolation  comfort  my  afflicted 
and  passed  down  to  Crave’s  end,  where  I  en-  heart,  so  that  after  biilding  an  affectionate 
tereil  on  board  the  vessel  that  was  to  convey  adieu  to  the  scenes  of  the  morning,  and  of  the 
me  to  America,  which  in  my  then  judgment  was  meridian  of  my  days,  after  taking  what  I  Le- 
tantamount  to  quitting  the  world.  lievcd  an  eternal  leave  of  my  dear  native  soil. 

The  vessel,  however,  did  not  immediately  of  my  friends  and  relatives,  after  dropping 
sail,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  going  on  shore  j  many  tears  to  the  iiu'inory  of  each,  and  last  of 
again,  and  spending  some  time  at  Grave’s  end.  iall  to  the  ashes  of  my  dearer  self,  with  an  acli- 
Foiid  of  being  alone,  I  ascended  a  lofty  emin-iing  head,  a  pained  heart,  and  eyes  swelled  by 
ence,  and  sat  me  dow  n  under  the  shade  of  a  weeping,  1  hastened  on  lioard  the  vessel,  and 
wide  spreading  tree;  here  I  had  inclination  upon  the  ensuing  morning,  as  we  pas.'^ed  vound 
and  leisure  for  reflection.  On  one  hand  I  be-'  Bcachy  head,  I  In  lield  the  white  clifl's  of  .M- 
held  the  wide  ocean,  my  path  to  the  new' world,  j  bion.  No  language  can  describe  niy  sensa- 
on  the  other  the  Thames,  ujKin  whose  silvery  tions,  as  those  white  dirts  receded  from  iny 
surface  many  were  passing  to  London.  j  view,  as  I  took  a  last  look  of  Lngland  !  1  r*  - 

My  mind  rapidly  ran  over  the  various  scenes i  tired  to  my  cabin,  covered  my  face,  and  wept 
I  liad  witnessed  since  my  arrival  in  that  great  until  I  was  completely  exhaii.sted.  But  Cod 
city.  I  dwelt  upon  the  good  I  had  Io«t,  never  was  pleased  to  lift  up  fh-  light  of  hj:  coutde 
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nance  upon  me,  niy  voyafre  passed  more  pleas¬ 
antly  than  1  had  calculated,  and  1  was  the 
happy  instrument  of  contributing  to  the  com¬ 
fort  of  many  on  hoard.  I  was  not  sick  uiM)n 
the  passage,  and  I  became  more  than  recon¬ 
ciled  to  my  circumstances,  and  almost  dreaded 
the  thought  of  reaching  our  destined  port. 

I  did  not  anticipate  my  fate  on  iny  arrival ; 

1  had  determined  upon  nothing,  and  yet  I  was 
not  distressed.  \  perfect  indifference  perva¬ 
ded  my  soul.  I  had  in  my  trunks  many  arti¬ 
cles  of  clothing,  more  than  I  should  want,  for 
I  <lid  not  calculate  upon  being  many  years  an 
inhabitant  of  this  globe.  I  had  .some  money, 

I  had  my  Bible,  and  a  very  large  collection  of 
the  letters  of  my  Kliza,  in  which  I  took  much 
delight,  and  U|)on  the  whole,  1  fancied  myself 
rather  rich  than  otherwise  ;  in  this  state  of  re¬ 
signation,  indillerence,  or  insensibility,  1  pas¬ 
sed  the  greater  part  of  the  voyage. 

As  we  drew  near  the  coast  of  America,  I 
experienced  none  of  those  delightful  sensa¬ 
tions,  which  swelled  my  bosom  on  returning 
to  England  from  Ireland  a  few  years  before, 
neither  did  I  experience  those  terryfying  ap¬ 
prehensions,  for  which  there  was  such  abun¬ 
dant  reason,  on  advancing  to  an  unknown  coun¬ 
try,  without  patron  or  friend.  My  mind  was 
calm  and  unrufTled,  neither  elated  by  hope, 
nor  depressed  by  fear.  I  had  attained  pre¬ 
cisely  the  situation  for  which  I  had  supplicated 
heaven,  when  entering  upon  this  untried  state 
ofbeing,  humbly  depending  upon  that  God, 
who  in  every  place  w  as  still  the  same  unchang¬ 
ing  friend  of  the  creature  whom  he  made.  1 
was,  as  it  were,  between  two  worlds,  one  I  had 
tried,  and  finding  it  contained  more  of  bitter 
than  of  sweet,  1  had  turned  from  it  with  dis¬ 
gust.  1  advanced  towards  the  other,  without 
high-raised  expectations,  withont  fearful  ap¬ 
prehensions. 

[Tb  be  continue J.] 

BVANOEXiXOAX.  RXSPOSZTORT. 

Troy,  SAirnnAT,  Skptkmbkr  15,  1827. 

J-'rom  Iht  (Hive  lirunch. 

MINUTES 

Of' the  Hudson  River  Jlssnciation. 

'riic  Hudson  River  Association  convened 
s<-cor(iing  to  adjournment  at  Prince-street 
<’hur«’h,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  Septem¬ 
ber  12th,  1827,  and  opened  the  session  by 
invoking  the  Divine  blessing  by  Br.  II.  Bal- 1 
loti.  j 

1st.  Chose  Br.  11.  Ballou,  Moderator. 

2d.  ('hose  Br.  S.  R.  Smith  ('lerk. 

.Sd.  I’ttrsuant  to  a  request  from  the  Second 
Universalis!  Society,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  be  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  As¬ 
sociation, 

Voted  to  grant  said  request. 

Order  of  public  service  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing. 

i’r  R.  first  prajer 


Br.  L.  Willis,  sermon  from  John  v.  40. 

Br.  D.  Skinner,  concluding  prayer. 

Jifternoon  Service. 

Br.  T.  Fisk  introductory  prayer. 

Br.  1).  Skinner,  Sermon  from.  Dcut. 
xxxii 

Br.  L.  Willi.s,  concluding  prayer. 

Eveninf(  Service. 

Br.  H.  Ballou,  introductory  prayer. 

Br.  T.  F.  King,  sermon  from  Ephesians 
13. 

Br.  S.  R.  Smith,  concluding  prayer. 

Being  convened,  according  to  adjourn¬ 
ment,  Thursday  morning,  opened  the  Coun¬ 
cil  by  solemn  prayer  by  Br.  S.  R.  Smith, 
and  arranged  the  public  services  of  the  day, 
which  were  attended  in  the  following  or¬ 
der  : 

.Mor/ung  Service. 

Br.  D.  Skinner,  introductory  prayer. 

Br.  S.  K.  Smith,  sermon  from  lieut.  xxix. 
£9. 

Br.  T.  F.  King,  concluding  prayer, 

Aftertwon  Service. 

Br.  L.  Willis,  introductory  prayer. 

Br.  11.  Ballou,  sermon  from  Mai.  i.  part  of 
V.  2d — “  W'here^hast  thou  loved  us  ?” 

Having  met  d^l'riday  morning,  agreeably 
to  adjournment. 

Opened  the  council  by  prayer  by  Br, 
King.  .  * 

4th.  Appointed  Br.  T.  F.  King  treasurer 
of  the  Hudson  River  Association. 

hth.  Appointed  Brs.  Willis,  King,  Knee- 
land,  llagadorn,  and  Cooper,  a  Committee  to 
attend  the  Universalist  Convention  of  this 
State  on  the  second  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  in  May  next. 

6th.  Appointed  Brs.  Willis  of  Troy  and 
Coo|>cr  of  Saratoga,  Ministers;  and  jaines 
.\dams  of  Troy,  and  Beekman  Ifuling  of 
Saratoga,  laymen,  a  Committee  to  meet  in 
Conference,  at  Auburn,  on  the  .3d  Wednes¬ 
day  and  Thursday  in  October  next,  agreeably 
to  the  recommendation  and  example  of  the 
Central  Association  of  this  State,  for  the  pur- 
pfjse  of  uniting  the  respective  Associations  of 
the  State  on  the  subject  of  the  State  Conven¬ 
tion. 

7th.  Appointed  Brs.  Willis,  King  and 
Knecland  a  Committee  of  discipline  tor  the 
year  ensuing. 

Several  complaints  preferred  against  Br.  A. 
Knecland  by  the  first  Universalist  Society  in 
the  city  of  New  York;  the  first  of  which  com¬ 
plained  that  he  left  the  Society  and  withdrew 
liis  public  services  in  a  way  to  injure  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  and  in  violation  of  his  contract  with  it. 

After  a  long  and  patient  hearing  of  all  that 
was  urged  on  both  sides,  and  aBer  due  delibe¬ 
ration,  the  Association  voted, 

Cth.  That  said  charge  was  supported  ;  but 
j  it  was  agreed  that  Br.  Knecland  might  have 
.  Ihc  liberty  to  subjoin  lu  litis  artivlc  Vl’  'Itv  Uii* 
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ITiutes  his  declaration  that  in  his  own  view  of 
the  subject,  he  acted  in  the  case  as  duty  and 
propriety  justify. 

[Brother  Kneeland  wishes  to  make  no  otlier  re¬ 
mark  on  the  above  than  simply  to  say,  there  were 
/Areeyoiini;  brethren  in  the  ministry,  Brs.  Willis, 
King,  ami  Fisk,  who  voted  against  him  ;  and  one, 
Br.  Skinner,  who  voter!  in  his  favor;  for,  tlii.riues- 
tion  being  tried  on  Friday,  after  Br.  Smith  from 
1‘hiladelphia,  and  all  the  delegates  were  gone,  (ex- 
t  ept  the  Delegates  fnnn  the  two  Societies  here, 
who  did  not  vote  on  either  side)  theie  were  hut  four 
votes  given  on  the  question.  Hence,  if  Br.  Knee- 
land  had  been  allowed  to  vote,  he  would  have  been 
in  the  minority.  As  a  full  and  complete  justifica¬ 
tion  of  his  own  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  subject 
r.omplained  of,  he  will  only  refer  the  reader  to  No. 
a,  of  the  Olive  Branch,  page  15.] 

The  second  sprtcilication  of  the  above  na¬ 
med  complaint,  charged  Br.  Kneeland  of  ha¬ 
ving  made  declarations  in  public  and  in  pri- 
viile,  as  also  in  some  (rf  his  pulications,  whicli 
were  calculated  to  induce  the  belief  that  he  did 
not  believe  in  the  Divine  authenticity  of  the 
Christian  Scriptures,  or  of  Christianity. 

After  due  labor  on  this  item,  Br.  Kneeland 
submitted  the  follow'mg  concession  : 

"  I  hereby  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare, 
that  1  do  firmly  believe  in  the  truth  and  l)ivin«' 
authenticity  of  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  as  containing  a  sutheient 
revelation  from  Ciod  to  iQ|B,  relative  to  the 
perfection.s,  will  and  pur|)<W  of  (lod,  and  the 
final  destination  of  man ;  and  that  they  contain 
evidence  sutheient  of  the  resurrection  of 
I  Jesus  Chriot  from  the  dead,  as  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  Christian  hope  of  life  and  immor¬ 
tality. 

"  I  do  further  declare,  that  if  any  thing  has 
been  expressed  either  in  my  preaching  or  wri¬ 
ting  inconsistent  with  the.«e  views,  it  was  not 
intended  as  sucli,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  1 
have  expressed  myself  in  such  language  as  to 
be  understood  to  doubt  these  truths. 

(Signed,)  AB.NKR  KNKKf.AMV’ 
Having  considered  the  above  declaration, 
the  Association  resolved, 

!Uh.  'I’hat  Br.  Kneeland's  concession  was 
satisfactory. 

loth.  Voted  that  H.  Ballou  he  appointed  to 
prepare  the  minutes  of  this  session  and  have 
them  published  intheOi.ivK  Bram  ii,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  CiRciu.AR  I.kttkr. 

1 1  til.  Adjourned  the  Association  to  meet  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.  on  tho  second  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  in  >^eptemb<T,  18^8,  and  closed 
with  fervent  prayer  by  II.  Ballou. 

II.  BAl.LOU,  .Moderator. 
SSTr.PHE.f  R.  Smith,  Clerk. 
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To  the  fulness  of  the  brotherhood  professing 
faith  in  God,  os  the  Saviour  of  all  men, 
through  Jesus  Christ  the  Captain  of  our  Sal- 
.  vation : 

Dearly  Deloi’ed  in  the  Ijord, 

The  giver  of  every  pood  and  perfect  gift,  has 


seen  fit  to  favor  the  Hudson  River  Association 
with  a  session  in  the  bonds  of  peace  ;  and,  al¬ 
though  some  trials  were  laid  upon  us,  w’c  were 
happy  to  realize  that  we  had  the  assistance  of 
our  heavenly  Father  in  supporting  ourselves 
under  them,  and  his  wisdom  and  spirit  to  guide 
us  through  them  to  a  righteous  settlement  and 
to  a  just  conclusion. 

Experience  has  taught  us,  that  we  have 
great  need  of  caution,  that  we  may  be  suitably 
guarded  both  against  the  attacks  of  our  num¬ 
erous  and  determined  enemies  w  ithoiit ;  and 
those  more  formidable  and  dangerous  enemies 
within  ourselves.  These  last  would  lead  us 
hlindfolded  to  all  the  fatal  exposures  which  tho 
former  can  desire.  Eet  us  then  he  constant 
and  fervent  in  prayer,  tha»  we  may  be  enlight¬ 
ened  in  our  understandings,  |iious!y  inclined 
in  our  alfectioiis  ;  that  we  may  be,  and  con¬ 
tinue,  united  in  one  mind  and  one  judgment, 
that  unity  of  efl'ort  may  insure  success  in  ail 
our  lalnirs  in  tiio  vineyard  of  our  common 
Lord. 

Great  joy  and  encouragement  are  occasion¬ 
ed  by  the  information  w  inch  has  come  from  va¬ 
rious  parts,  which  assures  us,  that  the  redeem-  ,1 

ing  light  of  the  (iosjiel,  rellected  by  that  bright 
constellation  of  the  promises  made  to  the  fa¬ 
thers,  and  the  testimony  of  prophecy,  all  w  hicli 
meet  and  are  fulfilled  in  Jesus,  in  whom  the 
promises  were  made,  is  quickening  its  marcii 
and  fast  extending  its  conquests,  by  dtmoli>h- 
ing  the  strong  holds  of  spiritual  wickedness  in 
high  places  ami  setting  at  liberty  such  os  have 
been  long  confined  in  the  darkness  of  error. 

If  green  and  nourishing  fields  arc  suitable 
cnconragemeiits  to  the  husbandman,  and  if  tin* 
golden  harvest  invite  him  to  fiahor,  w«*  have 
reason  to  double  our  dilligence,  ami  a  fair  pros¬ 
pect  of  great  rewaud.  I.ct  u.s  lay  hold  of  tl-e 
great  and  precious  jiromises  and  “  hold  f:ei 
our  profession,  for  he  is  faithful  wlio  has  jirem- 
ised.”  We  live  to  see  the  fir-tree  exieinl  I  is 
hranchc's,  where  once  grew  tlie  thorn,  ai  d 
the  brier  give  jdace  to  the  myrtle. 

Do  our  opposers  wonder  and  ask  ns,  why  v.  c 
thus  labor  ?  Let  them  look  through  our  land 
and  see  w  hat  <jod  has  done  !  But  a  few  year.-; 
ago  it  w  as  a  w  ilderness  ;  it  i.s  now  fast  beconi- 
ingafruitfnl  field;  it  wa.s  tlien  covered  with 
wild  and  noiso.somc  weeds  of  error  and  super¬ 
stition,  and  the  night  .“hade  of  desjiuir;  now 
vineyards  and  olive  yards  t  very  where  uhontnl 
and  young  and  smiling  liope  puls  forth  in  pro¬ 
mise  of  future  glories.  \V  lin  will  fold  liis  hands 
while  the  Lord  is  doing  llii.s  ? 

Brethren,  we  arc  sure  of  ahiindant  success, 
but  let  Ks  he  careful  that  oiir  confidence  doe.s 
not  induce  to  carr'lcfisnes.a,  but  let  us  he  so 
much  the  more  vigi!<  n1,  as  we  see  flic  dav  ap¬ 
proaching. 

Bv  order, 

HOSE  A  r.ALLOr. 
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Fur  thr  Etanfftlicul  lieyositortf. 

Tin:  MOUKNKlt. 

ThU  world  ii  all  a  blank  tu  nir. 

And  all  its  pleasun’s  past  control  ; 

<>h  !  when  .shtdl  I  ascend  to  Tliee, 

J'arent  and  (Jiiardiun  of  iny  soul  ? 

TliroiiKh  realms  of  ether  1  would  fly, 

Unclogt'ed  with  earth’s  cross  element  ; 

And  farbey«)nd  tbo>e  planets  soar, 

That  shine  amid  tiie  lirnianirnt  ; 

<’a>t  off  all  earthly  ihoufilit,  attd  lise 
To  realms  of  purity  and  love  : 

Above  those  stars — oh  I  far  above. 

And  where  1  can  forcet  to  die. 

See  at  one  glance  eternal  space; 

Wend  in  one  tlioucht  .all  that  e’er  was ; 

Know  wh<at  will  be  in  future  tinre  ; 

And  see  and  know  th’  I'.ternal  Came  ' 

l<ook  back  in  chaos,  o'er  began 
To  roll  the  rapid  wheels  of  time  ; 

And  know  from  whence  that  chaos  sprang. 

And  loam  from  whence  the  jMrwcr  dirinc. 

Troy,  August,  Il5i7.  <iLi)KViN.\. 

THE  RESTORATION  OF  ALL  TllLNCS, 
nr  A.  k.m:i:lam>. 

Come  tlren  O  iny  soid  meditate  on  that  dav. 
When  all  things  in  nature  Hod's  voice  shall  obey 
hen  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  the  dead  all  arise. 
Ascend  up  together  with  Hod  in  the  skies. 

When  the  cates  of  the  law  and  pnvphets  unfold. 
The  p:omi^e'.  therein  to  all  nations  he  told  ; 
Heaven's  arches  shall  ring,  the  Saviour  a|>pear, 
Thr'  true  goipej  tidings  shall  teach  cv’Oiy  ear. 

Til.;  deaf  shall  all  hear,  the  dumb  shall  nil  sing. 
The  blind  shall  discover  that  Jesns  is  king  ; 

The  lame  shall  .all  walk,  the  niorners  rejoice. 

The  {tooriutJ  the  .simple  believe  in  his  voice. 

All  C reaturcs  in  lie.avcn  .and  earth  sliall  revere, 

No  blind  sn[ierstitinn  shall  deafen  the  ear  ; 

J^is  shall  be  crown’d  the  head  of  all  men, 

The  peace  of  his  k'mgdum  shall  ne'r  liave  an  end. 

All  sin  shall  be  clos’d,  transgression  slr;Jl  cease. 
All  nature  be  fdl’d  with  love,  joy  and  peace  ; 
T'hc  victory  won  icbellion  shall  fall. 

And  Hod  our  Creator  -hall  be  all  in  all. 


/yrrm  the  Monthly  Fejm-iitorif. 

I  WITHERKH  BLOSSOMS. 

The  blossoms  are  wiilier’d  !  wc  tread  o’er  llieir  form 
On  Uic  plain,  as  we  puss,  without  care  for  them 
now ; 

In  riieir  frailty  tliey  nvet  the  rude  ■.hock  of  the  storm. 
And  they  dropp’d,  unprotected,  unwept,  from 
the  bough. 

But  lately  wc  gaz’d  on  their  beauties,  and  pray’d 
!  That  tlie  sunbeam  would  cherish  and  ripen  theiv 
I  Moom, 

And  we  hop’d,  ah  how  vainlv,  for  see  where  they 
fade ! 

Twould  be  long  ere  the  carden  would  lose  their 
perfume. 

!  Thus  often  Henius  is  prais’d  and  caress'd, 

!  \Vhile  Ids  muniing  of  piomise  is  splendid  and 

I  Kay  ; 

I  .\nd  bright  seem  his  pro-.pects  of  fame  and  of  re«t, 
Till  the  blast  of  detraction  sweeps  v)ver  liU  v*ay. 

I  Oh,  then,  how  the  world  views  the  f.dien  with  scorn! 

Il»>w  i?  heedlessly  tramples  tire  withering  mind  ! 

'  Frrrgotten  the  ehanns  winch  attracted  at  morn, 

.Ml  his  worth,  all  h'ls  hopes,  are  to  darkness  eun- 
'  si'in’d. 

I  “ 

I  As  ihill  and  unfeeling  the  hearts  o!  the  crowd, 

To  the  pinings  o^Kirtue  is  misery’s  hour  ; 

1  In  tlie  reign  of  her  sunshine  they  greet  her  aloud, 
j  Bill  leave  her  neglected  when  storms  ovcrjioVver. 

.  The  many  vvil!  trea<l  on  the  best  of  their  race, 
When  luin’s  shaqi  blight  o’er  their  prospceti  has 
blow  n ; 

Or  coldly  will  gaze  on  the  sufferer’s  fare. 

Then  pass  on  their  way  w  ithuut  pity  or  moan. 

Then  court  not  the  smiles  of  the  world ;  they  are 
vain  ! 

Nor  tnist  in  its  promises, — fear  not  its  strife  : 

But  eherisli  thy  couscieiice  tlirough  sorrow  and 
(vain. 

And  confide  in  that  Being,  wiiose  favor  is  life. 
Fvtr  He,  who  decrees  a  new  spring  to  app«‘ar. 

To  adorn  the  scar  bongli  with  its  splendors  once 
mere, 

I  Will  cause  joy  to  arise  from  struggle  and  tear, 

Ami  thy  leaf  to  be  crecn,  when  life’s  winter  is 
o’er. 

"fllE  E\'A NHi: I Tt ’Tir II EE b ^TO ii Y 
IS  pi’BMHHKn  t;v>;BT  othkii  sati  rdat  nomM>»;.  ac 
thk  orrier,  ttr  the  karmkrs'  rkuister,  ruRKt  t- 
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